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What would we do without them?  
We would like to officially acknowledge our logistics and reception 
team with whom many of you speak with on such a regular basis.  Be-
tween the two of them Jessica Kane and Jundeep Manhas combine over 15 
years of exceptional customer service with Con-Tech Systems.  (Sadly 
a photo of Jundeep is unavailable at this time.) Coincidentally, they both started 
working with us on the same date: January 18th!  From the West 
Coast to the East Coast they have created a great team-relationship 
from answering the phones and greeting visitors at reception, to co-
ordinating the complex trucking and delivery requirements for a vast 
array of projects all over North America. Jundeep and Jessica are al-
ways on point to ensure that our customer’s needs are being met to 
their very best abilities. They also provide additional administrative 
support to the global CTS team. We can always count on them to be 
there not only for us, but for our customers! 

On behalf of all of us who have the privilege of working with them we 
would like to say a heartfelt“THANK YOU ladies!” for keeping the mo-
mentum going and being such an essential part of our team!
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The CTS® Logistics/Reception team!  

Jessica Kane,  Elizabethown, Ontario
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Internal Moves and changes:
Con-Tech Systems would like to officially announce some promotions within the company. 
They are as follows:  Daniel MacLean to the position of President, Dennis Wiksten to 
the position of Vice President East, and Ross Dennison to the position of Vice President 
West.  We would also like to introduce Thomas Fetzer, who joined us this past year, as 
Vice President of HRTB, our new Hot Rolled Thread Bar division.  Horst Aschenbroich 
remains in the position of C.E.O/Owner of the company.

Dennis Wiksten:  Dennis has been with our team for over 12 years and provides Con-
Tech Systems and its customers with a wealth of knowledge in regards to the foundation 
drilling industry.  He has a unique perspective, moving from the contracting side into the 
supplier role, which benefits our customers immensely.  With this vast experience we have 
decided to make Dennis our Vice President East, and look forward to him mentoring our em-
ployees and customers in the future.

Ross Dennison: We welcome Ross back to the Con-Tech Systems family in his new role 
as Vice President West.  His first task in this new position was to establish our company bet-
ter in the western market.  Ross is perfectly suited for this challenge, as many years ago he 
was the key individual instrumental in positioning us in the East.  With Ross’s background in 
production and customer service, we are confident that our new facility in Tacoma, WA will 
be a huge success for Con-Tech and to a benefit of our western customers.

Horst Aschenbroich  
C.E.O./Owner

Dan MacLean  
President

Daniel MacLean P. Eng.:  Dan is a Professional Engineer who has been a very 
valuable team member here at Con-Tech Systems for over 10 years now. With his many 
years of experience as project manager for a special foundation company he has contributed 
in training and assisting our customers with their installation of our high quality technical 
products.  He first joined us as a Project Manager and then saw his role change to the posi-
tion of Eastern Manager, after which he then eventually became our Chief Operating Officer.  
Through his years of gaining further expertise, and through his unwavering dedication, he 
has taken on many challenges and has seen a multitude of successes.  Dan is highly re-
garded not only amongst the Con-Tech team and family but also amongst our customers, 
General Contractors and engineers in the industry.  Dan is serving on many committees in 
the ADSC, DFI, ISM and PTI. We look forward to many more years of innovative ideas and 
success through his valuable leadership.  
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Thomas Fetzer: With the need to provide high quality products to our customers, 
Con-Tech Systems is pleased to introduce Thomas Fetzer to the organization.  Thomas has 
assumed the role of Vice President Hot Rolled Thread Bar (HRTB).  With his advanced knowl-
edge of the chemistry,  metallurgy and production process of the HRTB, Con-Tech is now ca-
pable to supply our customers with this new, made in the USA, product.  Thomas has many 
years of experience working in the steel mill industry, and has become a valuable asset to 
our team.

Dennis Wiksten  
VP East

Ross Dennison  
VP West

Thomas Fetzer  
VP HRTB

Please contact your Con-Tech Systems sales representative 
for availability and further information!

www.contechsystems.com

• as an uncoated steel bar
• as a coated steel bar with epoxy or zinc coating
• and as DCP (double corrosion protected) steel 

bar anchors, as per PTI recommendations

Hot Rolled Thread Bar Now available!
 
ADVANTAGES OF THE CTS® HOT ROLLED THREAD BAR:
• US DOMESTIC Hot Rolled Thread Bar
• Hot Rolled Thread Bars are one of the strongest, simplest, most robust and cost efficient 

steel systems in the industry.
• The continuous Hot Rolled Thread along the entire length of the bar allows the bars to be 

cut, spliced and anchored with couplers or nuts at any point along the bar.
• In contrast to cold rolled thread bars, the Hot Rolled Thread Bar does not impact the mi-

crostructure of the steel cross section and the overall strength of the bar.  Machined cut 
threaded bars have a strength reduction of up to 25% of the threaded area.

• The two flat sides on the Hot Rolled Thread Bar eliminate jamming of nuts or couplers.  
The Thread is self cleaning.

• Hot Rolled Thread Bar is available in various forms:
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Matcon Canada 1st Annual Charity 
Golf Tournament

On July 10th Matcon Canada put on their first annual Charity Golf Tournament at the 
Hazelmere Golf and Country Club in Surrey, B.C.  It was a stunning day attended by ap-
proximately 132 people from various businesses around the lower mainland and raised an 
impressive 15K for a variety of local charities! One of the highlights of the tournament was 
that each sponsor was required to come up with a fun activity at their sponsored golf hole.  
Sky Helicopter actually provided a helicopter at their sponsored hole and gave everyone 
who wanted one a test ride! 
 
The team here at Con-Tech Systems Ltd. would like to congratulate Rajan Dhaliwal and his 
team at Matcon Canada on their hugely successful tournament.  A job well done! 

For more information please contact:  
www.matconcanada.com

 

Shown on left: Horst Aschenbroich, 
Owner and C.E.O. of Con-Tech Systems Ltd.
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It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of our long time friend and partner 
Ernst Friedrich Ischebeck.  Mr. Ischebeck died on Saturday August 9th, 2014, aged 74, 
after a short struggle with illness.  Ernst Friedrich was co-owner (along with Mr. Friedrich 
Doepp) of the company Friedrich Ischebeck GmbH Ennepetal, Germany in which his sons 
Bjoern and Lars joined him in leadership roles over the past many years and are now 
Managing Directors. Ernst Friedrich will be fondly remembered, not only by us but also by 
many other colleagues, as a determinded and creative Engineer and Innovator of many 
advanced systems in the Construction and Geo-Technical Industry. It was through our 
partnership with him that Con-Tech Systems developed and introduced the now famous 
Titan-Hollow Bar, Grout Injection Bored, IBO® System. This has also been widely named 
by many as the “Self Drilling” System. 

Ernst Friedrich will be remembered as a courteous, kind and soft-spoken Engineer who 
through his tremendous knowledge, patience, and willingness to listen, was an influential 
teacher who helped change the Geotechnical Industry. We extend our most sincere  con-
dolences to his family as they deal with this great loss.  He will never be forgotten.

In Memoriam...

                 Page 3Con-Tech Systems Bulletin Page 5

“Pioneering Geo-Technical Solutions” www.contechsystems.com



                                 Innovations For Your Advantage ...

CTS Bulletin  Page 2

Next scheduled Con-Tech Systems Ltd. Newsletter:
October 2014

In Memoriam...

Jean and Jim share a memorable visit to Victoria, British Columbia 
in 2003 with Horst and Hildegard Aschenbroich.

With a heavy heart the time has come, far too soon, to say good-bye to our dear friend 
Jean Harmston.  Jean passed away on September 13th, 2014, after a short battle with 
illness.  The wife of long time ADSC member Jim Harmston, Jean was a very active par-
ticipant in the ADSC and extremely well regarded in the industry.  She was a beautiful 
woman both inside and out not only as a person but as a loving wife and mother. Her 
bright demeanour and infectious smile will be sorely missed by all who knew her.  Our 
hearts and prayers go out to Jean’s family and friends at this very difficult time.  
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